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The Matroplex. as boeals aall tha Dallas-
Fort Waorth region, is smocing, adding
jobd & twice the natignal rate. Better
yet, those new jobs are concantrated in
well-p3ying felds Boa barking, sfwartis-
ng, ard haalth care, Dallas-Fort Warth
sits atthe center of the imerstate 35
carridor, & "maegapalitan™ 3alaxy of ur-
ban dewelogrnent that Virginia Tech re=
searchers edtimate will add 5.4 milkon
remey nenpds and 18 mlion unite of
hausire over tha next twa decades,
[Challas also servas as the horth Amen-
can hesdguarters far intematicnal high-
tech employars o Nokia and Ericsson.

Al of this makes Dallis one of the na-
tion’s nine most global metros—cities
trat are hubs for Intenatonal trade
gnd foregn irvestmant—according to
an analysis by Moody's Economy.com,
Dallas has largely evoided the boom-
and-twst cycle, which is one reason this
rrarkat is on irack 10 post the bast re-
Turng & hausing of any major LS, city
during the next two yvears. An added
bonus The region's service sector has.
egtaced the collatoml damage rhai
comas whaen the bubkle bursts and
ecuity-driven spending dries up, "Con-
sumer spending s inslated rom the
housing market FEre " says Celia Chen,
an esanomist at Moody's Econcmysam.
‘Homeowners had ke buildup in thal
B rHty vake, 5o thop withoirew Eas i
the form of horme-acu ty loans ®
Duiring the dotcom Joom, Dallas's
spraval turned bedrooT communitios
s Plang into boormtown suburts that

saw their populations skyrocket. But
now that Pleno ke filled up—ard mest
Service workers fave baen prices cut—
the action in hausdng I8 pushing nort
alang the |-35 coridor to mors affard-
gble “greenfiald” towns lThe the farms
agricutbural commurties of Aller,
Friscn, and Mckirney.

Mary Frances Burleson, CEQ of Ebky
Hallilay Feaord, Dalisy's largest Grokar-
age_ advises buyng ints gated subsdiv-
zinme Butk ghg weauld @i leege oldar
properties in mamre urban amas ke L
wood, a neighbonocd east of dowrr-
towwn Qallas, a8 well as the nearby subs
urb of Richardson "if Fd worn tha lndrery
last Friday, I'd ba suying houses an 150-
by WO0-foead freed lots For $200.000 1o
FEH0, 080" Burleno sdys THen (d tear
chri [hee Bouses and bulld 2500
squara-foat lusury homes with Swim-
mirey gsala. They'd tricda in valis ™



